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Chriſtianity in ſhort : 
OR, THE - 
Way to be a good 


Recommended 
To the Uſe of ſuch as want either 


and learneder Diſcourſes. 
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Mat: 9. 13, 14. Enter ye in at the ſtrait 
gat? ;, for wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way that leadeth to deſtruction. 
and many there be which go in th-reet. 

Becauſe ſtrait is the gate, and narrow 7s 
the way that leadeth unto life, and ſew 
there be that find it. | 

Verſ. 21. Not every one that ſaith unto me, 

Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the King- 

aom of Heauen: but he that doth the | 

Wil my Father which s in Heaven. 
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By C. Es, Author of the Gentile-7nney. 
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To my Beloved ' Neigh- 
bours, for whole Ule 

this lutle Book is writ- 

ten. | | 


My dear Friends, 

|| Hope ſome of you need not 

much the help, this little Book 

can afford ; and indeed it is 
q a ſhame either for you or me, that 
| any of you ſhould need it, except 
| Children. Tet I fear it is too need- 
| ful, yet I pray God it may prove as | 
| ufeful io many. of you. 1 hawe often | 
| told you, that neither an Ignorant, 
nor a Carnal, nor aWorldly, nor a 


> Formally Religious courſe of Life, 


can ever bring you to Heaven, I 
AZ now © 
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mow tell it you again; and as you 
love your Souls, let me intreat you 
to believe me; except you become 
other Men than ſome of you,yea than 
the moſt of you yet are, you cannot 
be ſaved. Tou have, God's Word 
to read ; you may hear Sermons 
when you will, you may be inſtru- 
ted privately when you will ; you 
bave many good Books to inſtrutt 
you, you have ſo much ſenſe as to 
know you area dying, you have un- 
derſtandings to coufider what's like 
to become of you; you have ſure 
the wit to know that all things here 
will have an end, and that nothing 
can concern you ſo much as the Sal- 
vation of your Souls to all Eterni- 
ty. 1 am confident were you dying, 
you would fay ſo. Can it be an 
thing then, but a brutiſh Pond. 4 
dera- 
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deration that keeps you in that © 
ſtate 'you are in 2 Awake, awake 
and ſee here in (hort what you have 
to do. *Tu ſhort, that you may not 
plead you want time to read and 
learn it : 'Tus plain, that you may 
not plead "tis above your Capact- 


ty; "tis cheap, it ſhall coft you no- 


thing but the pains of reading it | 
for your inſtruttion in the way of 
Life. Tou will in a little room ſee. 
what it is to be a Chriſtian. Pra- + 
Aice then what here you read, and © 
then die in Peace. But if you | 
Slight theſe eafie helps, and will go © 
0u your old way, 1 muſt leave you © 
to God, and comfort my ſelf in this, 
that I have not dealt deceitfully 
with you. The good God make us 

wiſe unto Salvation. Amen, 
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Confeder feriouſhy. 


Pray dewoutly. 
Beliewe fermly. = 
Repent ſincerely. 


Lowe unfeignedly. 


Praftice conſtantly. 
Hope patiently. 


And 
Enjoy Eternally. 
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Learn induftriouſly. 


Reſolve deliberately. 


Receive Thank fully. 
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' Entrance into Chriſtianity. 
# ; 
Muſt ſhortly Jie, and after death 
: | 1 muſt forever be cither endlefly 
bappy, or endleſly miſerable. _ 
f It concerneth me therefore, above 
/ All things in this. fore time of my 
} Life, fo to prepare for Death, that af- 
ter Death, I may be  Eternally hap- 


of a. 


To this end two things are altoge- 
ther neceflary, a found knowledge, 
| and a fincere prafiice. 
| Two things are needful to be well - 
|  -kyown, the End which I am to aim-+ 
+ at, and the way which will lead me 
eo it. EA 
My daily praGice.muſt be to walk * 
A-4 in. 
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in the way: in hopes of attaining the 
eud.' 

What both theſe are, F ESUS 
CHKIST hath abundantly taught 
us in kis Gofpel, which it therefore 
highly concerneth me diligently to 
read and learn. | | 

Chrift hath inſtituted two Sacra- 
ments, the one for our entranee into, 
the other for our confirmation and 
rengthning in the way of Life, Baptiſm, 
and the Supper of the Lord. 

In both theſe the whole ſubſlance 
of Chriſtian Religion, which is the 
way fo happineſi, is ſummarily com- 
prehended and repreſented. 

Chriſt Jeſus commanded his -Apo- 
ſitles to go up and down in the World, 
and by Preaching the Goſpel to per- 
ſwade Men. to be' his Difeiples, and 
learn of him the way to Life. 

* He commanded. them to admit 
Men into his Chxrch, or the Society of 
i his "Diſciples by Baptiſm, or waſhing 
j them with Water in the Name ” 
| tne 
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the Father, Son, and Holy Ghop. 

This Ceremony of Waſhing with 
water, did fignitie and affure them, 
that as many as continued Chriſt's 
faithful followers, were waſhed from 
the Guilt of their paſt fins, and ſhould 
be daily more and more ſanTified and 
prepared for eternal Glory. 

Perſons of years to underſtand , 
were thus in Baptiſm to give up 


themſelves in an holy Bond or Cove- 


nant to God, and thus my parents when 
I was an Infant, did give and dedicate 
me to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, 
In this Baptiſmal Covenant, God 
the Father doth give himſelf to be 
our reconciled Father, and God: the 
Son Feſus Chrift to be our Saviowr,and 
God the Holy Ghoft to be our Sandi- 


fler. 


In the ſame Covenant, we do ac- 
cept of God the Father, Fon and Holy 
Ghoſt to be our only God, ſubmitting 


to him as our Owner and Governozur 5 
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and chuling wie as our chief good and 
portion, and heartily conſenting to 
be taught and ruled, made holy, and 
ſaved by him, in a tirm ' belief of his 
word, and humble Obedience to his 
Laws, .'. 

We do' alfo promiſe, 'and reſolve 
not to follow, nor 'be led by the De- 
vil, the World, 'nor the Fleſh, but to 
watch againſt, and retift all their tem- 
ptations, and to perſevere (0 doing unto 
our lives end. 

Every one that keepethy this Covindns 
{incerely is a good Chriſtian, and hath 
the pardon of his ſins, and eternal Life 
ſealed and aſſured unto him by God in 
this Sacrament of Baptiſm. 

As 1 therefore defire to be Eter- 
nally happy, and; woutd avoid ever- 
laſting Torments, it -concerneth* me 
to fee that | keep Covenant with God; 


which I cannot do, without learning - 


and knowing what I am to believe and 
as: 


If 


3 


| th 
| 
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\ If I have not already learned this ;* 

' Itis no time now any longer to delay 

- It, ſeeing my eternal Happineſs de- 

, pends upon it. And I know not how 
{oon, no not whether this night, God 
may. call me out of this World by © 
death, when if | be either ignorant 
or wicked, 1am undone Soul and Body 

for ever. 
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The Chriſtian Faith. 


God, the FATHER, SON, 
and HOLY GHOST. 

God is an infinite and moſt glorious 
SPIRIT, a moſt pure and Jiving 
ſubſtance, without body, parts, and 
paſſions. | 

God is Inviſible, cannot be ſeen or 
perceived by (ence. 

God is Incomprehenfible, cannot be 
perfealy known by any but himſelf. 

God is Immorta!, cannot die 3 1m- 
poſſible, and cannot ſuffer. 


Here is a GOD, and but one\x | 


God is Immenſe, not limited to 


place, but is every where. 
God is Eternal, not limited by 
. time, but without beginning or end. 
God is Independent, not cauſed or 
governed by any other. 


God 
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God is Immutable, not (abject to. 
change, but neceſſarily what he is, the 
ſame for ever. 

God is Almighty, able to do all 
things : Omniſcient , knowing all * 
things; infinitely Wiſe in ordering 
all things. | 

God is infinitely Good, and the 
Fountain of all Goodneſs, Holy, and : 
Fauſt, and Merciful. © 

God is Self-ſufficient, perfeQly bleſ-. 
ſed and bappy in himſelf alone, needing 
nothing, but infinite in- all PerfeQi- 
ons. 

# The Father begetting the- Sov, the 

! Fon begotten of the Father, the Holy © 

; Ghoſt proceeding from the Favher _ 
the-Son; are three Perfons, but 'one'wn= 
compounded, undivided G OD, bleſ- 
ſed for ever. 

God is the Maker or Creator of» all 
things, the Preſerver and Upbolder of 
all things. 

.** God fis/ the abſolute Owner and 

Lord of all things. 
| God 


| "JOE - 
God is our Soycreign King, Su- 
'. preme Law- giver, and Righteous 
Judge. ; | 
God is our chief good, and loving 
Father, and- bountiful Beneſa@or. 
All Life, and Power, and 1Yiſdom, 
come from G1d, and our final reſt and 
perfet happineſs is in him alone. 


God is 2 rcolt free Agent, and doth 


what, and when, and how he will. 

Ina tne Beginning, by his Word of 
his own good pleaſure, he made the 
World, and ail things in lix days, 
when before there was nothing - but 
Himſelf. | 

All that God made was very good. 

God by his providence preſerveth, ru- 
. deth and.ordereth«. all things, great. and 
(ita 7} © Lk 


There is no goodneſs in any thing, 


\ but what God g&jiytth; nothing can 
...comme to pals, but as Ged permitteth 
it. C143? lis 
_ - God may juſtly do what he will 
with every thing, he can do no wrong 


(oO. 
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to any thing, he ordereth the whole 
courſe of the World wiſely and' for 
the bes. | 

God made an innumerable compa= *' 
ny of Angels or pure Spirits, | 

A great multitude of theſe Angels 
continue holy and happy, in loving, prai- 
| ſing, and enjoying God, doing-hisCom- - 
| _ mandments, and ſerving him in ſuch 
Miniſtries as he pleafeth to employ 
them in for the good of his people. 

Many of the Angels did 'fin, and 
were caſt down into He1!, to everlaſting 
— torments. Theſe are Devils under } 

Beelzebub the Prince of Devils, the Old © 
Serpent, and Satan. | | 

The Devil -is the Spirit.that work- 
eth in the Children of Diſobedience,” the 
Father of Evil doers, going about like 
a roaring Lion, fecking whom he miay 

devour. | 

Ged made Adam the ficlt man; of 
| - _ the Daft of the Earth, and" the firſt: 
4 woman Eve, of a Rib of Adam. 
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' Man 
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Mean hath two parts, a Body of Fleſh 
and Bones, and a Sox! which is a 
Spirit. 

God made Man after his own I- 
mage, he gave him an Immortal Soul, 
enducd with #nderſtanding, a free wil, 
and a power to do good, and authority 
to rule and uſe the Ereatures, for ſuch 
endsas God defign'd them. 

' God made not Man a lawleſs Crea- 
ture, to live as zt ſhould /ift him, but 
God made him for himſelf, and to 
ſerve him in holy Love, and perfe O- 
. bedience. 

Man underſtood God's 1!!, and 
that 7/7} underfiood, was the- Law in 
his heart, whereby he was to live, 


| » knowing God ita be his Owner and. Go- 
' <-vernour and chief good, he was bound 


to reſign himſelf to his diſpoſal, ſubmit 
himſelf to his command, and to delight 


 * himſelf in him above all. 


If Man had done thus, he ſhould ne- 


ver have died, but have lived for ever 


happy in the Jove and enjoywent of God. 
: God 


Sa 


God having placed Man in the Gar- 
den of Eden, gave him free leave-to eat 
of all the Trees thereof, only excepting 
the Tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
which upon pain of death, he charged 
him not to eat of, 

. But the Devil in a Serpent tempted 
Eve, and by her he tempted 4dam to 


eat thereof, and ſo ſin againfi God in 


breaking his Command. 

By breaking God's-Law, they lot 
their Holineſs, and became Mortal un- 
der the Cuiſe of Death 3 hearkning to 
the Devil they fell under bis power , 
loving their own Pleaſure more. than 
God, they loſt their Happineſ;: Thus 
they who are made W:{e, and. Powers 
ful, and Happy, made themſclves foo- 
liſh, and weak, and miſerable. 
| We are all the children of fraful 


' Adam, 'and of wnholy Parents are 


born anboly, ignorant of God, our Duty, 
and our Happineſs, dead to goodnels, 
forward to evil, eaſily conquered by 
the Temptations of the Devil, the 
World, 
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World, and the Fleſh; and if left to | 


our /uves mult perith everlatiingly, 

If God had punith'd Adam accord- 
ing to his fir with death, he had cut 
off Maxkind fxom the Fartnz but he 
was graciouſly pleaſed to ſhew mer- 
Cy 


God (uffer'd man to live for a time 
upon Exc:th, but ſo as he might be fen- 


ſible of the great evil he had brought. 


gpon himſelf by breaking God's Gom- 
mandment, | 
The Creatures are 2ccnrſed to bring 
forth for him vanity and trouble, and 
wexation, herd labour, pains and fickyeſ- 


fes come upon his body, he becomes 


aſhamed of bimſelf, and is filled with 
terrours of Conſcience, and having firug- 
led through many evils, and difficulties, 
muſt at laſk dze and retarn to dſt. 
Yet God opened unto him a zew 
way to Eternal happineſs after death, 
in ſuch a way as to magnific his Love 
and Mercy to Mankind, and manifeſt 
his batred of fin, and zeal for the 


keep- 
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i keeping of his Laws, that he might at 
| once ſhew grace to the Offender, and 
ſecure the Honony of his juſt Govern- 
' Ment, 
| Goddid graciouſly promiſe that a 
| mart (hould be born of a woman, who 
ſhould conquer the Devi, and deliver 
| Men from his Tyranny, and give ſuch 
| ſatufafion unto God's Fuftice , that 
{ for his fake, all they ſhould be. eter- 
| nally bappy that would accept of him 
| for their Saviour. 
| | Accordingly, God ſo loved the world, 
| that he gave by only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not pes 
| riſh, but have everlaſting life: 
| God the Son took to himſelf our 
| humane Nature, Soul aud Body, and 
| was made truly Man, yet ccaled not to 
be truly God, but is both: God and 
| Man'in one perſon, God manifeſted in 
; the fleſh. Bl. * 
| He was wonderfully made Man, 
by being born without all Rain of fir, 
of a pure Virgin called Mery, who 
CON- * 


from their (ins, 


(14 
conceived him by the Divine Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, when ſhe had ne- 
ver known Man. 

An Angel from Heaven revealed his 
conception to the bleſſed Virgin, and 


commanded his Name to be called Je-| 


fus, becauic he was to ſave his people 


Beiog Born and Circumeifſed accord- 
ing to the Law, he lived many years 


upon Earth in an humble and low con-| 


dition, gave us an example to imitate 
in his Life, doing the whole Will of 
God, and conquering all the temptati- | 
ons of the Devil, and the World. | 


This is that Mefiah whom many | * 


Prophets. had foretold , the very} 


CHRIST, or anointed of the Lord! 


to be a Prophet, a Priefi, and a King, 
and in this threefold Offce, the Me- 
diator of a new Covenant between God 
and Men, 4 

As a Prophet he hath in his Goſpel , 


and by his Apriſtles made known unto]. 
us all his Father's will concerning our | 


Salvation, and the way to it. As 


_— _— 
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As a Prieſt he was Crucified, and 
died under Pontins Pilate, fo offering 
bimſelf once for all, a perfect and fuf- 
ficient Sacrifice for the forgiveneſs of 
our fins; in conſideration whereof , 

God hath granted Pardon and Life tO 
all true Belzevers. 

Being dead he was buried, and 
went among the dead, and the Third 
day roſe again to life, now to die no 
more, and having ſealed the Covenant 
in his Blood, he left Inflructions with 
| his Apoſtles to admit Men into it by 
| Baptiſm, and teach them how to keep 


[it , and promiſed chem the Gift of the 


Holy Ghoſt. 


| After Come days, he in their fi oht_ 


| went wp into Heaven, and 15 - glorified 
| at God's Right hand in Paws and 
Majeſty : And as King, ruleth and 
prote@eth his Church, reigneth in the 
Hearts of his Subjedts , fubducth all 
Enemies, and is our Advocate with the 
Father, rendring our Perſons and Ser- 

vices 


is our Sandifier, enlightning , o- 


[ 16 ? | 
vices accepted of him, and prevailing 
for all gocd bleſſings on us. | 

Shortly after his Aſcerfion, on the 
day of Pentecoſt,  Chyit ſ:nt + the Holy 
Ghoft, the Eternal Spirit of the Father 
and the Son, upon the Apoſthes, to guide 
them into all ſaving trath, to enable 
them to preach to every Nation in its|. 
own Language, to write the Holy Scrip- 
zures, and fo ſeal and conſirm the truth 
of them by many Miracles, and wonder- 
fnl Works, and to encourage them toa| 
conſtant ſuffering for Chrift, even unto 
death. 

The Scriptures of the 014 and New" 
Teſtament are the very IVord of - God , 
which holy Men of God. ſpake and 
write as they were moved by the Holy 
Gboft, and they contain all things ne- 
ceffary to Salvation, and are the 
ftanding ſcaled Raſe of Faith and 
Life. 

The Holy Ghoſt is Chriſt's Advocate, 
pleading his cauſe with Men. He 


pen- 
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pening. fofining, charging :nd renew= 
ing our hc2*'5 and Mii: Oo receive 
and grow ii knowledge and grace : 
Making the Word effeQual for our 
convidion. and converſion, helping us to 
pray, and ſtirring us up to goodneſs, 


comforting us With a ſenſe of its opera- 


tions, and ſtrengthening us to withiiand 


temptations, and hold out in a Chri- 
ftian courle unto the end. 

All thoſe that are regenerated, en- 
lighined and converted by the Hzely 


Ghoſt are one Holy Church, whereof _ | 


Chrift is the only Head. All that onut- 
wardly profes Chriſtianity; and have 
been baptized, are to be accounted Ho- 
ly by a vilible ſeparation and dedication 
to God, till they cut themſc/ver off by 
Schiſm, or jaſtly-caft out by Excors- 
municaiion. 

Chrijt's Church is not limited to 
any Nation cor People, but extends to 
all places, is propagated in all Apes, 
and containeth all ſaving zruth; and 
in this ſence is Vnizerſal os Cr 
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All the ſan#ified Members of this 
Myſtical Body of Chriſt, have Fellow- 
ſhip with the Father, and Son by one 
Holy Spirit, with Angels in their 
Love, Care and Miniſtries; with the 
gloritizd Saints in Heaven in their 
Love and Prayers, and with one ano- 
ther on Earth in the ſame Fa#b and 
Hope, and Love, Word, and Sacrament, 
bound to hold the Unity of the Spirit 
in the Bogd of Peace. 

All theſe have in confideration of 
Chriſt*s ſatisfa@ion, a full pardon of all 
paſt ſins given of God, and Sacramen- 
tally ſealed unto them in Baptiſm, with 
an aſſurance of final Juſtification and 
Salvation, upon condition of _their 
perſeverance in Repentance and Faith, 

At death the Sowls of the faithful 
reft with Godin peace and happinels, 
and the Souls of the wicked go into an 
endle(s tate of miſery. 

The Bodies of all Men ſhall be raiſed 
again after death, and ſhall be again 
united to their Sozels. 

All 
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All men ſhall after the ReſwrreJion 
appear before the Fudgment-ſeat of 
Chrift, where the wicked ſhall be con- 
demned to everlaſting Torments, but 
the Righteous (hall be finally acquitted, 
and go into everlaſiing Life and Foy, 
happy in the conſtant and perfeft love 
of God, praiſing him, delighting in[him 
.amoneg(t all blefled Angels and Saints 
to all Eternity. 


The Heads of the Chriſtian 
EN os 


JT any Man would be faved, he muſt 
firſt be born again of the holy Spi- 
rit, be converted, and become: a new 
creature, - boly in' heart and life; 'other- 
wife he cannot -enter into the: King- 


dom of God. 
B 1" 2 oe 
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' The Grace of God hath appeared ,| 
teaching. us that denying ungodlineſf , 
- and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly | 
and righteouſly, and godly -in this Pre- 
ſent World. 

I muſt not think my felf to be my | 
own, (o that I may live as I lit; but} 
muſt humbly acknowledge there is a 
God above me, wheſeT am, -and whom: | 
I am bound to ſerve all the days of my | 
Life. "NY 

I muſt take the true God alone for : 
my Gad, even the Father, Son, and| 
Holy Ghoſt, and worſhip him as-: my |» 
Maker, Redeemer, and Sandifier. 

I mufi by a daily diligent reading | 
ſiudying and meditating on his word, | 
.and conſidering his works, labour to , 
get a ttuc knowledge of God, and not. 
content my (elf in ignorance. of him. . 

I muſt worſhip Ged in Spirit and - 
In Truth, with: the-beart and. ſoul fin-* 
cerely. 

| muſt ſtedfafily believe the whol: | 
Ford of God the Hiſtory for my In- | 


ſtrufion, ? 
' 
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ſernTion, the Precepts for my direli- 
8 ,} on, the Promiſes for my encouragement, - 
rlyf the Threatnings to affright me from:'fin, 
re=| bewaring of all temptations to mbelief, 
or a falſe Faith, 
ny} I muſtlive in a patient expectation, 
ut} and bope of what God hath promiſed, 
a) neither deſpairing of mercy if' 1 repent, 
m | nor preſuming of Mercy, if I repent 
yy not. Sg 
| I muſt Jove God as the chief good, 
or | with the higheſt love, chuſing him for 
id | my only portion, delighting in himas 
iy 4 my ofily comfort, willing to part with 
| Life itſelf to enjoy bin, and makin 
g! light of all things, fo I may -pleaſe 
4, i Chim, loving his Image as far asI ſee it 
Oo; . inevery man, cſpecially in Feſus Chriſt 
Ft: our Saviour. | 
4  Ttis my duty to fland in awe of 
d. God's threatnings and judgments, and 
1-' | to be very cautious and circamſpet in 
all my ways, watchiog over my 
e' thoughts, words, and ations, fearing: 
- to bffend him in any thing, neither 
| B 2 fear 


 $ 
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| fearing nor loving . any thing elſe fo 


| / much, as to venture upon the lJeaft 


fin. 


| muſt entirely truſt and confide in 


—God, both in all wants, and dangers, | 


whether of Soul or Body 3 Conſcien- | 


tiouſly uſing ſuch, means as he allow- | 
eth : Proying devoutly unto him for bis | 


\ ſacc not doubting of © bis ne- 


ver failing Power. and Goodneſs, 
I muſt walk humbly before God , 


Bleſſing, an Taſting all my Care. for the 
| 1 upon him, 


| 


t 
: 


. thinking meanly of my ſelf 3 renouncing | 
all my own worth or merits, . ackhow- | 
+ ledging allthat I am, have, or. bope, for, | 


|| 1" 20he of bis, gift, taking patiently , and 


thankfully all. bis Chaſtiſements, . and' la- | 


” bouring to profit by them, and confeſ- 


ſing that he doth all' things wiſcly and * 


well. 
I muſt, bchave my {clf.  ypiiphtly 
and fincerely; as in bis preſc uce 5 apd 


do all Il do as-unto him, with a pure ' 


heart, avoiding ail gaile, difimulati- 
on and hypeerif ez not indulging the | 


leaſt | 


. 


1 
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leafi evil thought, inclination or de- 
fire,, keeping up high and honourable 
thoughts of him, and preſerving my 
Conſcience tender, and, my heart ſoft 
and calie to take the impreſſions of 
his word and (pirit. 

] muſt ſhun all groff repreſentations of 
God,or likening him ſo much as in my 
thought to any creature. Iam not to 
worſhip him aftey my own concett or 
fancy, but according to the rules he 
hath given in his word > not with a 
forma], but a ſpiritual worſhip, draw- 
ing near unto him in Prayer aud Praiſe, 
and all his ordinances with my bear: 
and affedions. 

I muſt uſe the ſacred Name of God 
with all due reverence, not prophaning 
it by blaſphemous, idle, or impertinent 
zalk; or by falſe, common, or needleſs” 

wearing z or by breaking my Holy 
Vows and Covenants; nor any way 
giving occaſion by my ivſtocere pro- 
tcfhon of his Name, unto others to 
blaſpheme or prophane ir. 

. B 3 J 
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I muſt honour the Lord in his day , 
| by ſpending. it In his Worſhip, medi- 
. fating on, and prailing view for his 
| wonderful works of Creation and Re- 
demption ; eſpecially in the Publick A(- 
ſemblies, bearing my part devoutly in 
the Prayers of his Church, attending to 
his word Preached ind Read, and 
Commun icativg in his Sacraments, 

I muſt not think too highly of my 
ſelf, nor to be proud of any thing am, 
have, or can do, ſeeing all is the unde- 
ſerved Gift of God. 

I muſt not humour my paſſions, but 
labour to be of a meek, and quiet, and 
docible ſpirit. 

I mult make uſe. of my BO in 
confidering what IT a, and whence I 
came, and whether I muli go 3 why: I 
Pr: and how I mult die, and what. 

tall, become of ; me after death, what 
owe to God and Men, and - my ſelf, 
and how I pay it. I mult often exa- 
mine the Fate of my Soul, and whe- 
ther I be converted from the ſtate of 


fin 
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fin into the ſtate of grace, and' all my- 


thoughts, words, and afions, whethes 
they be conformable to the Will of - 


God, I ſhoul4ofterr think of. the va--- | 


nity of this Yorld, and finful pleaſures, 
the certainty of Death, the impartiality- 
of Fudgment, the glories of Heaven, the 
terrors of Hel, - the comforts. of a good 
Conſezence, and what I muſt do to be 
ſaved, with the neceſlity of a godly - 
Life. 

T muſt be heartily contented with 
my preſent lot and portion 3 not mwy- 
muring or repining at God's dealings , 


not ambitiouſly fſecking a more bigh + 


or plentiful condition, not fretting at 
my wants or ſufferings, nor zexing my 
Soul with worldly Cares, nor envying 
the more flouriſhing condition of o- 
thers, but conclude that beft 'which 

God chuſeth for me.-. | 
I muſt be a good Husband of my 
time, induſtriouſly improving it to the 
good of my \(clf and others, not waſt- 
ing it unprofitably .in idleneſs, ſports 
B-4-.. and 
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and vanities, but labouring in an ho- 
nek calling, 

I muſt be chaſt and clean in Mind 
2nd Body, entertaining no wanton 
thought, or defire, or look, or drefs , 
ſhunning all laſeiviouſneſs, and obſcene 
diſcourſe, books, geltures, and enticc- 
ments to ft and uncleanneff. . 

| mult be remperate and moderate in 
eating, drinking, ſleeping, recreations and 
apparel ;, not pleating my Appetite, or 
watiing my Eftate, or loſing my time 
in any of them, but uling them only 
in (uch a meaſure as may beli preſerve 
Ty bodily health, to ſerve my Soul in 
ferving God. 

I muſt love my Neighbour as my ſelf, 
and do to all men, as 1 would they 
ſhould to me, that is all the good 
I can, rendering to every man his de. 

Efpecially I muſt love, and do good 
to thoſe that are of the Houſhold of 
Faith, and love every man the more, 
by how much ] {ee more of God's Image 
upon him. 
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-: Above:ally. | muſt! labour ita do 
good: to! Mens Souls, by teaching, re- 
proving, - exhorting |, comforting , . and 


Praying for them, not (burting, .grie* 


ving, ſcandalizing, or temptuig' them to 
evil, by advice, - countenance.” or exam= 


ple. | 4 


Parents muſt dedicate . their Chil- 
dren'to God, \inſtrut and edncate them 
in the knowledge and fear of. God, cor- 
red all vice'in them, | and. give them 
good example, maiutaining them, and 


providing honeſt callings for 'them,: as they 


are able. 6 

Children muſt love, honour, - obey, ſerves 
and as there is.need relieve their -Parents 
with all ehankfulneſſs -: TY 4 

Husbands and Wives muſt: lrve-in an 
holy, mutual, - conjugal :love to each 0- 
ther 3 helping on. another 'in ſerving 
God , educating their Children well, 
ruling » their "Servants, and. managing 
their \ neveſſary affairs, the Wife' t- 
ving in a quet ſubjedion to ber Huſ- 


baud. 
B5 Maſters 
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Maſters muſt be kind and--juſt to 

their. Servants3 infiructing” them in 

- God's Service, as\'wellas in: their own; | - 

and: Servants mult obey, and be faithful 

to their Maſters, 

' All Swperiors are to make in Fuſtics 
ad Holineſs, \(ceking God's Glory, 
and. the publick good: and: all:infertiurs 
are to: be. ſubjeG:to the higher: Powers, 
paying #ribute, and obeying their jult 
Laws for "Conſcience ſake, .notirelifing, 
but taking it patiently, though they 
{affen. wrongfully $---<> 

Miniſters muſt feed and rale, and 
watch over the. Souls of their flocks, and 
their flocks :mult fucely contribute to 
their maintenance, honour them in Tres, 
anc be: .obedient to hem. 

» F muſtnot-take away another's Li, 
HOF hurt his Body, nor ſo much as be 
angry with. him without-a: eauſe 3 but 
mult-preferve as much. as in-me; -liceb, 
his bodily weltare, yen os (8 
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"muſt not defile another's 7/3 hor 
be guilty of Fornication, nor ſo much 


*as look on any Woman to Iuft after 


her,' but do all 1 can to preſerve mn 
chaſtity of all. = 

I muſt not wrong another of any 
part of his Efate, by theft, robbery, 
fraud, or deceit of any kind, but rouft 
ſecure. his right, as muchas my own, 
pay my debts duly, bargain honeſtly, 
and. make reſtitution and amends for 
every wrong. 

I muſt not wrong another's good . 
name Or credit, by falſe witneſo, ſlinde- 
ring) falſe coral ing, tale-bearing, reproach- 
ing, backbiting ; but | mult vindicate 
it as faras with truth I can, acknow- 
ledging all the good 1 fee in every man, 
groundleſly fuſpeting no man, I mult 
not make or (peak any lye, but ſpeak 
the truth plainly. - 

| muſt uiterly caſt off all elfiſh- 
nels, and not be tempted by any de- 
fire of plealing -y ſelf, to cover any 


thing that is another Man:s. 
l 
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I gauſt love, pray for, and "do: Food 
to my enemies > not rendring evil for 
evil, or {eeking revenge, but forgiving, 
as God for Chriſt his ſake hath forgiven 
me: 7 


wu». 14 I, 
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The Matter of our Defires 


and Prayers. 


| Am not able natzraily either to #1- 
derſtand the Myſieries of Faith, or 4 
todo the ſpiritual Duties, which I am J 
bound as a Chriſijan to believe and do. . 
I muſt not therefore truſt to my ſelf, 
but by frequent, fervent and humble 
Prayer, apply my felf to God, in the 
Name of Feſus Chrift, tor the help of his 
Holy Spirit to quicken my deadneſs, en- 
lighten my ignorance, and ftrengthen my _ 
weakneſs. _ 1 
Of my ſelf I know not how to pray, * 
or for- what to Prayz I muſi there- 
fore learn of Chriſt, who hath taught 
me thus to' pray : 
Our Father, &c. | 
I muſt with all Humility, as an wun- 
done inner, approach unto- God, in a 
| true 


[32] 
true ſenſe of his _ in me, and dom:- 
1013 over me, as my Orner and--Go- 
vernour, and _ his love to me, AS my 
Father, (o far reconciled', unto: all- ven 


in Jeſus Chriſt, that he pittieth us and. 


hath as a gracioxs Father, provided all 


things needful to make us bappy, and , 


that he delighteth not in our. death, 


but would have: us turn and live as is 


. children, SO in our Father's _— 
and 


I maſt; ws near unto hom 23-3 
nitent, d:tiful; and Ioving ebitd, heartily 
ſorry chat ever I: offended him, relileſly 
longing xo be reconcited\ unto bim, re- 
ſolvediy: willing to-refign and give wy 
| felf up \nnto him, tobe governed whol- 
[* ly by him : liedfalily believing and 
trufting "io" his power: to ' faveand bcſi 
me, and his: wiltingneſs to' receive me 
for his on adopted Child in Teſus 
Chriſt. 

Yet I muſt remember the igrentel 
of+ his divine Majeliy,” and the: infi- 


nite difiance.betwixt a powerful; wie, 
and 
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and good. God in Heaven, and: me a 
weak, fooliſh, and finful worm of \the 
Earth, and ſo 'come with all humble 
reverence, falling down at his: fect in 
a devout. Adoration of his Majeſt y-, 
: longing: to be «made more: Holy an 


+ Heavenly, that I may be -capable: of 


ancarer Communion with him: 


I muſt. firſt heartily: delire that al | 
a World may- give him the: glory 
due unto his.Name:; chat:He-rmay: be 
more perfetly:known, 'and. loved,. and 
honoured by men 3 and: that in his Per-- 
fon, his Name, © his Attributes, his- 
Word, his'Day, his: Ordinances, lis Mi- 
aiters, and all. his: Children.” That:he 
may be. choſen+.and © magnified«'as -the = 
ſupreme: Good, have" the | chiekplace 
in-our hearts and affettions, and glo- 
refied- in! the Nags "by: our: "WP 
Lives: -* | --013. 

\: 2 muſt next prays that tbol 130th 
of -{manay: be\ brokenioff- and we'freed 
from the Tyranny of Sataw3"'tharwe 
may. 
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may joyfully own, and ſubmit.to the | 


Anthority.of God. That Chriſt's Church 
—_ flouriſh and be enlarged on Earth, 
and that the Civil Powers may cheriſh 


and proted it, that the power and ma- 


lice of its enemies may be reftrained and 
fruſtrated > that Chritt may rule by his 
Spirit in our hearts, fubdutng our Cor- 
r#ptions, and ruling us in the way of 


 Godlineſs 3 that we may earnefily Jaug 


for, and diligently prepare for, and pa- 
tiently wait for, and finally enter. into 
God's Kingdom of Glory. ”s 

I muſt in the third place pray, That 
men may 70t make tbe, will of the Devil 


- the Cuſtoms of #he World, ior their own 
inclinations and appetites, . bat the will of 


God alone, the rule of their:lives « That 


we may all - fincerely obey his Conr- 


mands, and ſubmit to his Fiſdom, and 
reſt 'in his Gouernment 3 That:iwe may 


always endeavour after the perfe@;on 


of daty, and as the Holy Angels of 
Heaven, rejayce and delight in; an; Holy 
bedience. W 3 S008 


My 
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My next petition is, That I may 
have all things needful to preſerve this 
life, till I be fitted for a better, That 
we may haye health and ſtrength to 


| ſerve God, and other oxtward good 


things, as thcy are expedient 3 that We 
may be frze from the temptations of - ri- 
ches or poverty, contented with our pre- 
ſent portion, and wiſe to uſe it piouſly 
and chiritably. That God would profſ- 
per our honeſt labours, keep us from 
immoderate cares and deſires, from all 
idleneſs and intemperance, | 
In the next place, I pray that God 
would grant us ſoft hearts, and repen- 
tance unto life, a perfet hatred of fin 
and power to leave it, That He would 
through Chrift forgive all our (ins ori- 
ginal and a&ual ; and prant us grace in 
thankfulneſs ro him to forgive all that 
offend us, and do good for evil, 
Laſily, That God would enable ns 
to watch againſ#, and -manfully to reſiſt 
all #emptations, that they may never 
prevail with us to do evilz that he 
would 
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would fruſtrate all the malicious de- 
figns of the Devil, and all oxr evemies, 
and prote& us by his grace, that we 
muy perſevere in obedience to our lives 
en 

T conclude Prayers with aſcri- 
bing unto GW the ho honour of all his 
works, acknowledging his Dominion 
and Sovereignty over all, and my ſelf 
happy in being his Saubje& 3 his infinite 
power, and my ſelf hae in being un- 
der his Prote&ion ; I acknowledge all 
things to be from him, our total de- 
pendence to be upon him, and that the 
glory of all goodneſs is due unto hime 
I defire this may by. a] the World be 
acknowledged for evermore : And 
with all hearty deſire, and filial confi- 
dence, to all __ I Tay, Amen; Sobe it. 


The 
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The Sacrament of the Lord's 
| Supper. 
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EE Jeſus hath inftituted the 
| night before he was betrayed a 
folemn Sacrament, and Chriſtian Feaſt, 
to be celebrated. by Chriſtians, even till | 
his coming again, in remembrance of 
him. 

The outward matter to be received 
is Bread and Wine, fignifying the Body. 
and Blood of Chrift, as the food. 'and, 
refreſhment of our Souls. ; 

The - Bread is bleſſed, broken, and 
given to be received and. cater}. by us3 
The Winelikewiſe bleſſed, poured out; 
and given to be reccived and drank 
by us, to {ignitic that Chriſt was Gane 
ſecrated and Crucitied, bis Body wwouud- 
ed, his Blood (head for our fins, and 
that 'he giveth; himſelf Crucified * to 
be received and believed on as our 
Spiri- 
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Splritual nouriſpment and comfort. 

All that preparedly receive the Bread 
and Wine, 'do\ with it” really receive 
Chriſt Crucihed 


eternal Litegyſea/ed anew unto them in 
this Sacrament, for the confirming of 
their Faith and growth in grace. 

We join in the celebration .of this 
Feaſty to {ignifie that we though ma- 


ny, are yet Members of one Body, the 


Church joined unto one Head, Feſus 
Chriſt, whole Death and Sacrifice we 
nnanimouſly commemorate, With all 


thankfulneſs : Profeſling that we all 


own the ſame Lord, the' ſame Faith, 
the ſame Laws, and are live in 
love, peace, and holincfs, a5 the Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body. 


He that communzicateth in this Sacra-' 


ment -unworthily, is accounted by God 


as guilty of the Body and Blood of 


Chriſti. | 

That we may avoid this guilt, we 
muſt examine our (ſelves, whether we 
: diſcern 


and with him the 
pardon of their lins, and aſſurance of 


£39] 


diſcern the Lord's Bodly, and mnderſtand 


what he gives there unto. us, when we 


there come to do. | 
__ We are alſo to examine, how we 
"keep our Baptiſmal Covenatit of Repen- 
['#2nce, 'Faith;\and'tew Obedience, and if 


we tind our ſclves truly #hankful for 
the Bleſſing of our Redemption by Jeſks 
Chriſt. 

' If we find our ſelves fincere Chriſti- 
ans, reſolving to keep Covenant with 
God, we are there to renew our Cove- 
nant moſt ſeriouſly, praiſing God in 


"Chriſt for this ineſtimable ts iledge , 
rejoyeing in his $alvation, an fo 


Way, and fin no more. 
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Some Texts. of Scripture 


ofligy and ſeriouſly to be 
7% and Thought on. 


FT is appointed-unto :Men once to 
IF die, but after this the Judgment , 
Heb. 9.27. | 
| Go to now, ye that ſay, to day or 
1 tomorrow, we will go intoſuch a Ci- 
' ty, and continuethere a. year, and buy 
| and fell, and get gain; whereas you 
know not what ſhall be on the mor- 
xow 3 for what is your Life, it is even 
a vapour that appeareth for a little | 
time, and then vaniſheth away, Fam. | 
4. 13, 14+ 

Behold now is the accepted time , 
behold now is the "day of Salvation , | 
2 Gor, 6. 2. | 


To 


without reſpe& of perſons, judgeth 


f 497) h 
To day if ye wilt hear his volce, 


harden not vat hearts,"Heb. 4. 


-Remember now thy Creator in thie 
__ of thy youth , "Eetteftaſtes 12, 


' We muſt all appear before the 
Judgment ſcat: of Chriſt; that every 


 -oge "may receive the' things done in 
his body, 'according to that he' hath 


done, whether it be good or bad, 
2 Cor. 5. IO. 

Knowing therefore the terrour of 
the' Lord, we perſwade men, 2 Gor. 
3. T TT. + 5# 

It you call on the Father, who 


according, to every man's: work, 
the time of your ſojourning here in 
fear, 1 Pet. 1. 17, 

God will render -to | every man 
according to his deeds; to them-who 
by patient continuance in- well-doing 
feek for glory, honour, and immorta- 
lity, eternal life: But unto them 


that are contentious, and do not obey 
the 


the truth, but obey unrightcouſnels, 


indignation and wrath, Rom. 2. 6, 


7, 8. 


Work out your own Salvation with 
fear and trembling, Ph. 2. 12. 

Give diligence. to make your cal- 
ling and elecion ſure, 2 Pet. I. 10. 

The Heart of this People is waxed 
; groſs, and their cars are dull of hear- 
ing, and their. eyes have. they cloſed, 
leaft they ſhoald ſee with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, and under- | 
ſtand with their heart, and ſhould be | | 
converted, and [ ſhould heal them , 
AGs 28.27. 
1+ Save your (elves from chis untoward 
. generation, Ads 2. 40. 

Repent ye. therctore, and be -con- 
verted, that your fins.may be blotted 
-.out, Adis 3. I.9s 

- Except ye be converted, and be- 
- come as little children, you ,ſhall not 
enter into the. Kingdom of Heaven , 
; Mat. 18. 3. 


[ 43] 
Except 'ye -repent, ye ſhall all like- 
wife periſh, Luk. 13. 3, 4 

Except a Man be born again, he 
cannot (ee the Kingdom of God, Fob. 
5: Z+ 

Follow peace with all Men, and ho- 
linefs, without which no Man can ſce 
the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. 

Neither is there Salvation in any 
other | bt Chrift :] for there is none 
other name under Heaven given a- 
mong: Mens,' whereby we muſt be fa- 
ved, As 4. 12. - 

He that believeth on him is not 
condemned, but he that believeth not. 
is condemned already, Fohn 3. 18. 

There is no condemnation” to them 
that are in Chrift 'Jeſus,' who walk not 
after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, 
Rom.S. 1, 

To be carnally minded -is Death, 
but to be ſpiritually minded is life and 
peace, Verſ. 6, It ye live after the 
{ Fleſh ye ſhall die: but if ye bythe 

Spirit do * mortifie the Deeds - of the 

| C Body 


[44 ] 

Body, 'ye ſhall live, verſe 134 

' Now the works of the Act aye: aha- 
nifet, which are theſe : Adulteries, 
Fornications, Uncleanne(s, Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, © 
Variance, Emulatians, Wrath, Sttife, 
Seditions, Herefies, Envyings,Murders, 
Drunkenneſs, Revellings, ans  fuch- 
like. —- They which do ſuch things 
{hail not inheric the AE of God, 
Gal. 5. 195 @C.': : 

' If 'anyy man. have - nat the fpigie. of 

Chriſt, he is none of his,» \Rowe. $ = 
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If any Man be in Chiiſi, he is anew | 
Creature.. 2 Cor, 5, 17. | 
They that are Chritt's, have tfuci- 
tied the Fleth with the affections :arid 
lufts, Ga.'5. | 

Love not the World. nor the things ' 
that ate in the Wold: For! if any \ 
Man love the World, the Love of 'the - 
Facher is not'in him. : G 

'Whacfoever is' born of. God: over- # 
cometh the World, 1 Foba 5:4. | | 


Let ; 
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'Let him that nameth | the name of 
Chriſt, depart from iniquity, 2 Tit. If 
I ©s Y 

By this the children of God are ma- 
nifeft, and the children of the Devil ; 
whoſoever doth /not Righteonſnels is 
not of God, neither he that loveth not 
his Brother, : Fohn. 

'Let-us:walk honelfly as\ in the day, 
not in. rioting and:drankennels; not in 
chamberiag.and :wantonnels, not in 
firiſc: and en vying :: Butpur.ye dn the 
Lord: Jeſus Ghrift, and make no-'/pro- 
viſion for the Fleth, to fulfil the Luſts 
thereot, Rom. 13+ 03, 4. © 

If anyiMan come! to: me, .and hate 
not his Father ard Mother, and Wite, 
and Children, and Brethren, and'Sj- 
ſexs, yea, : and his own life 22Ko, he 


' cannot bemy Diſciple; Lieke 24. 36. 


If ary Man will comeatter me, let 
him deny himſelf, and take up his 
Crots and follow-me; Mat. 16.24, 
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, For-what is a Man profited,. if he 
{ball gain the whole World, . and loſe 
his own Soul ? Or what- ſhall a Man 
give in Exchange for his Soul? Verſ: 
26. Ty 

| The Grace of God which bringeth 
Salvation, hath. appeared to all men, 
teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs 
and' worldly lufis, we ſhould live fo- 
| berly; righteouſly. and godly in this 
|. preſent World, Jooking for that bleſ- 
| fed haqpe; andthe! glorious appearance 
of, the.. Great God, ,and our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and purifie to himſelf a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works, Tz. 2. 
Ily 12, Cc. 

Ye arc all the Children of: the Light 
and the Children of the Day : we are 
not of the night, nor of darkneſs : 
Therefore let us not ſlcep, as do 0- 
thers, bat let us watch and be ſober, 
2 Theſſ. 5. 5,6. 


How 


[47 ] 
How ihall we eſcape if we negle& {o 
great Salvation? Heb. 2. 3, 
_ If the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where ſhall the ungodly, and the f(in- 
ner appear? 1 Pet. 4. 18. 
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The | Tryat of a Chrifiies. s J 
| State. F 


[* highly concerns me to examine |. 
and ry, whether I be in a State 

of Sin, orin a State of Grace : that if |þ 
I be in the Former, I may haſten our of *! 
'* ir, toeſcape damnation; and if in the 
|| latter, I may bleſs God for his goodnefi 
and go on to Salvation. | 


Now thus I muſt try my felf. 


DD 


If I znderftand ſo much of GO D, 

| as that I do really effeem and value bim, 

{| His grace and love above all the World, . 

' and am heartily w/ling to take hin 

| Hone for my portion, counting him 

| enough, though for him 1 ſhould loſe ' 

{ all the Horld beſides: If my care and \ 
delight be to do his il, and my chief | 


|| | rejoycing 
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rejoyeing be in. his love, and my heart's 
 befire and longing be to enjoy him more 
a+.- wy in Heaven. 
S © If tothisend | apply my ſelf to Fe- 
&. fas Chriſt, fratting in him alone for 
T7 eternal Life in the ' preſence of God, 
F: andgiving my (lf entirely to be go- 
 verned by him, willing to obey his Laws 
+ whatſoever it ſhall coſt me, though, it 
be with the lo of all worldly advan- 
Hager, and earthly pleaſures, and even 
Life it felf, If 1 1 for his (ske love 
| enemies, bear wroiifs ; forbear revenge, 
! mottite /uf, and puſ zons, bridle my 
appetite, difregard my own will and 
; [eaſwmre, endure ſhame and' reproach , 
' tlofe wealth,friends, and liberty, yea, and 
\ like too. 


I I watch as narrowly over my 
| heart, affetions, and thoughts, as over 

my outward aFionr, and earneſily de- 
* fire more than any worldly rreaſure , 
to be throughly- renewed and* cleanſed 
; by the Holy Spirit, from all inward 
| corruptions. If I hate every fin in 
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my {clf, and firive all I can apainſt it, 
and am reftleſ5 till ] conquer it, and 
troubled at my heart at my own: tmper- 
fedions, longing to be freed from 
them, 

If I really delight, and find pleaſure 
in the worſhip and ſervice. of God, and 


do not come fyrcedly 'and conftrainedly. 


$0 it, as. rather willing to do otherwiſe 
if I dur. It I find holinefl and obedi- 
ence ſweet and pleaſant, and no. burden 
or weariſomneſs to. me, If I can, and 
do heartily .. reſign-my ſclf; to. God, and 
minding what I natarally 'would have 
or do, not what any thing elfe would 
perſwade me to, but meerly what is 
the Will of God, and going on cheer- 


fully to do his will, pray fervenily for 


his afſiltance, and caft my ſelf conti- 
dently on his mercy, through Feſis 
Chriſt for Salvation. | 

It 1 find this in qy (cl, my ſtate is 
comfortable and good: 4/* 


But 
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But on the Contrary, - 


If 1 yet love this Yorld, and mind 
earibly things moſf, and prefer not God, 
his Grace, and Heaven, before allearth- 
ly joys and pleaſures. 

If I dare not truſt in Chriſt alone. 
nor forſake all for him, nor am willing 
to obey his Laws, how hard ſoever 
they ſeem, or what colt or loſs ſoever 
they put me to. 

If my heart'and life be not through- 
ly changed, but I. yet muſt have my. own 
will, and pleaſe my own appetite and 
ſenſes, and cannot want my own defires, 
or croſs my own inclinations. 

If 1 keep an known fin unmortified, - 
and not caſ# off, It I do not watch a= 
gainſt all tempt ations, and pray heartily 
and equently for Grace to conquer all 


{1n, 


tn delight tot in God 5 ord, and © 
in all haly Dzties, and eſteem it not-- 


| my greateſt priviledge to ſerve him, 


C 5: If. 


C52 ] 
if my greateſt care be not to pleaſe 
him, and if his command prevail not 
more With me then all the World be- 
lides. | 

If I cannot content my felf with him 
alone, nox (uffer any the preateſt evil 
for him. 

If I have not reſolvedly given my 
ſelf up to be holy at his diſpoſal, and | 
to be made in all things conformable . 
to his will. : þ 

If the cauſe be thus with me, Iam 
in a ſtate of fin and death, and cannot : 
be ſaved, till | be converted and made | 
a new Man. 


, 
.b 
> 
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s 
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The Chriftia?'s Confeſſion of 
his Faith, with a full 
Reſignation of himſelf to 
God, and binding bins 
felf in Covenant with 
GOD. 


Believe, Lord, help thou my «nbe- 
lief. 1 do moſt freely and' beartily- 
own, and with humble admiration 
and reverence,. I do adore the great and 
dreadful and incomprehenſible Glorious 
Majeſty of Heaven and Eaxth.. Mot” 


-joyfal”' do-I accept. of thee, O' Father, 


Son, and Holy Ghoſt for my only God. 
Thou, and thou alene art: the incxhau- 
ftible Fountain of all Being, Life, Pow» 
or, and Goodneſs, I acknowledge my- 
total: 
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total dependance upon thee for my Be- 
ing, Life, Motion, Underſtanding, and 
all things 3 and- it will be my happineſs 
to enjoy thy Jove and bl:ſing. 

Thou, O God, art an Infinite, Eter- 
nal, and Immortal Spirit, and the God 
and Father of Spirits, who though 
unſeen, art ' every where preſeit, about 
we, and within me, by thine infinite 
power, quick'ning, upholding, - and pro- 
tecting me, by thy infinite Wiſdom 
providing for me, ordering and dircct- 
ing me, and by thy goodneſs bling 
Me. 

To: thee, one Glorious God in Three 
Perſons, Bleſſed tor ever, dol freely 
and wholly give my felf, cheerfuily de- 
dicating and reſigning my Soul and Bo- 
dy, with all the powers and faculties of 
both, to be wholly. di/poſed of by thee, 
in the Service cf thee, O Bleed Trini- 
ty 'in Unity, Eternal Life, Light, and 
Love, Power, Wiſdom aod Holineſi, the 
Author of my Preſervaticn, Sanfrfication 
and Salvation. 

Thou 
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Thou in a wonder of condeſcending | 


love, offereſt thy ſelf as a gracious 
Father in Jcſus Chrilt, to all Belie- 


vers, 


Thou art the Maker of me, and all 
the World 3 | am nothing, I have no- 
thing, I can ds nothing, 1 hope for no- 
thing but from thy Power, Wiſdom,and 
Goodneſſ, to thee alone be the Honour 
and praiſe of all. 1 will more ſtudy 
my ſelf, ard other Creatures, that I 
may learn to. know, admire, and love 
thee more, I can be proud of nothing, 
glory in nothing but in thee, in whoa) 
| live and move, and have my being. 
| am not my own, land all things are 
thine, and unto thee [I freely r:fgn my 


{cIf, and all my concerns, to wſe and - } 


difpoſe of me and them. as it picaſeth 
thee. Whatever thou doit with me., 
thou canſt do me no wrong, no crea- 
ture without thee can do me any grod, 
"Tis my perfedion and vappineſs to know 
and Jove thee, and delight in thee, Thee 
| alone 
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alone I chuſe for my. portion, and thou 
alone ſhalt ever be enough for me. 

To thee, as the Almighty Ruler -of 
the World, I heartily ſfzebmit my elf"; 
accepting thy Divine Fill, for my only 
Law, by which my thoughts, words,and 
ations, are to be all governed. All thy 
Laws I conſent to, as moſt holy, juſt, 
and good, and moſt thankfully acknow- 
ledge that nothing can be better than 
to reſt in thy will: I will ftxdy thy ll 
diligently, do it heartily, cheerfully 
Jubmit onto it, be well contented with, 
and joyfully praiſe thee tm whatſoever 
theu doeſt. I] will readily obey thy com- 
mands, patiently bear thy chafiſements, 
and wholly confide in thy blefing and 
protection. 

I confeſs, Lord, that I am borna cor- 
- rupt thing, and have added a thouſand 
times more. to that corrzption 5 Tam 
fallen from that knowledge, power, and 
uprightnef#s, wherein tho! madeſi *4- 
dam, and am exceeding ignorant, weak, 
and wicked, averſe | from truth and 
| _ good 


— 
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goodneſr, inclined mightily to fa{fhood 
and evi]; all this I ſadly feel in my 
ſelf, itis an heavy burden unto me. 

f | Except I be boyn again of thy Spirit, 

be converted by thy word, made a new 
Man, and a real ch2nge wrought both 
in my heart and Jife, I muſt remain 
under thy wrath and curſe, everlaft- 
ingly a 'wretch. Our miſery lying in 
our fall from thee our Creatour, to the 
Creature, and in our delire to pleaſe 
onr ſelves more than thee our God; our 
due portion is to periſh by our own 
wretched choice, and having choſen 
to fin with Devils, *tis but juſt we ſhare 
with Devils in everlaſting torments. 
Having wilfully broken thy Laws, we 
cannot hope for impunity from thee, 
the juft Governour of the World, ex- 
cept ſome ſatizfafiion be made unto 
thy Juſtice. 

O the wonder, even raviſhing and 
| aſtoniſhing wonder of thy rich mercy ! 
How ſhould I ever be able to acknow- 
| kdge thy unfpeakable goodneſs in thy 
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compaſſion to finful Men ? Early and 
freely didfit thou promiſe us a Redeemer 
and a Saviour ; and I do very feelingly 
own thy faithfulneſs and truth in per- 
forming to the full. that gracious promiſe. 
How do I admire and adore thy won- 
derful Wyſdom, in the rare contrivance 
of our reſcue, by ſending thine own E- 
ternal, and only begotten. Son, to tender 


| - . himſelf unto us for a Saviour, and 


make us new and eafi? terms of peace 
and reconciliation. 

Lord, on the bended knees of my 
Soul, 1 do accept thy mercy, offering 
thy {:!f again unto me- as a, reconciled 
Father, deniring to love, honour, and 
obey thee for eyer, and humbly be- 


| ' ſeeching thee to own me amongſt thy 


adopted Children. 

I do humbly admire, and joyfully 
embrace thine infinite love, O Bleſſed 
JESUS, who being the great God bleſ- 


| «ſed for ever, yet humbled(t thy ſelf to 


be cloathed in our weak and frail na- 


ture, to be born of a waman, made un- 
: dey. 
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der-the Law, to live a mean Life in a 
wicked World, to expoſe 'thy ſelf. to 
the temptations of Satan, to ſuffer all 
indignities from finners, to ſhed thy 
precious Blood upon a cxrſed Tree, and 
lie.in a Grave, and undergo the Con- 
dition 'of '. the Dead 'for us ſinful 
wretches. 

Lord, I am fully fatisfied by thy ri- 
fing again to life the third day, that 
thou haſt overcome the Devil and Death, 
and given ſatisfadion to thy Father's 
Juſtice; and finiſhed the:great work of 
our-Redemption. | know thou art now 
rrinumphant in Heaven, inveſted with 
all power and glory on the Right-baxd 
of thy Father, our prevailing Advo- 
cate making. interceſſion for us: And 
thee I comfortably expe to' be out 
Fudge at the laſt day. | 

Thou, O Glorious Feſus, haſt efta- 
bliſhed an Everlaſting Covenant of 
Peace and ſealed it with thy . Blood : 
and with all my Soul Ipraife thee for 
this thine incſtimable Jove,, not donbt- 
ing 
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ing.of: that pardon and graze, and glorys 
which thou therein haitiaffured unto 
us, if. | uufeignedly acceps of thy mercy, . 
and enter in this Holy Covenant. -- [| 
O Jeſus Chrift,. in ail. fincerity of -]Þ 
heart, and with all: thankful /aue: and 
joy, 1 do accept of thee my only, Saviour. 
I do moſt humbly ſubmit my fclf to 
be taught by thee, and will make thy 
Goſpel my daily findy: I truft in thy 
merits only, and give my felf to be 
governed by:thy Law, and denying © my 
Jelf,, Lam ready to take | up thy Croft, 
and bid open. War to; all thine'\enemzes, 
and take thy eafie yoke and light burden 
upon me. FE | 
Lord, the unfeigned defire of my 
Soul is, that thoy, mayeft- be: formed 
in me,' and take full poſſciliwwof me, 
that I may henceforth live by the: Faith 
of thee the Son of God. 1 reſolve thy 
will (hall be my will, thy Life my Pat- 
tern, thy Law my Rule. | I will fet 
my (clF to, reſis; the temptations of the 
Devih, defpiſe the vanities of the _ | 
| an 
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and mortifie the carnal defires of my 
fleſh; all affiftions ſhall feem /izht to 
*.|.*me, and death it- {lf better than /zfe, 
{ that | may obey thee, and live with 
*] *chee<- | LJefy 

1 conſecrave my ſelf- unto thee to die 
daily unto'ſfin, tocruciffe the Fkſh, to 
riſe again unto Righteouſneſs, to have 
' my Converſation in Heaven, my heart 
' and affedions with thee my only trea- 
ſure, My- Confidence is in thy merits, 
my Prayers fent to God in thy Name 
and Tirerceſſion, my practice to be can- 
formable-ro- thy Example, the Eong- 
| ings of my Sonl co be with thee for 

ever. < 
F will do my endeavour that my 
thoughts, words,. and ajons, may be 
fach as thon wilr approve of in. the 
Day of Judgment; I will not cavy the 
preſent happineſs of the wicked, nor be 
diſhartned by ,my fſuffgring,” but - rc- 
fer all” to thy: atiteons' Judgment ) 
I'will watch over” ty heart! and lite;, 
and tally examine my — 

eep 
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keep it tender and goods; and labour 
that the accuſer may have .nothing to 
lay to my charge before thy Fudgment= 


Seat. 


[ do heartily accept of thee, O-Ho | 


ly Spirit of the Father, and the Soy, 
for my Sandifier, my Guide, and Com- 
forter. I embrace the Holy Seriptures, 
given by thy Infpiration, as the infalli- 
ble Trath of God, 1 own. the Miniftry 
as thine Ordinances, and every gogd 
motion of my heart, as thy work. To 
thee, O Holy Spirie, do I give up my 
ſelf in a conſtant- attendance on thy 
Word and Ordinances, 'and ſecret work=- 
ings, longing to be quickned, enlightned, 
renewed, and cleanſed, ſtrengthened a- 
gainſt all temptations, carried on to- 
wards perfeion, confirmed in the hopes 
of Eternal Life, and ſealed unto the 
day of Redemption. _ 

. Tlookupon my ſelf as a Member of 
the common Body of all Chriſtians, and 
own thee, O Bleſſed Feſww, the only 
Head of . this thy Body the Church. I 
_ acknows« 
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acknowledge ' it 'my Eternal 'Tntereff 
and Duty in the holy Communion of all 
Believers to Worſhip thee, O glorious 
God, in the Aſſemblies of thy Saints : 
+ I look upon' all Chriftiians, and my felf 
amongſt them, as Men ſeparated from 
the wicked World, enlivened by one 
Spirit, ' profeſſing one Faith of the Holy 
Trinity, all Covenanted together with 
God into one Baptiſm, bound to hold 
the Unity of the Spiriz in the Bond of 
Peace, loving God above all; and: each 
other as our ſelves, with a fellow-feeling 
of one another's ſufferings, a free Com- 
municating © one another's neceſſities , 
Temporal and Spiritual, and a mu- 
tual rejoycing in one” another's happt- 
neff. - 
Continuing in this Holy Society, 
whereinto I have been graciouſly cal- 
led by thy Ford and Holy Spirit, I will 
endeavour to ſolace and comfort my 
ſelf in a joyfulſence of the Blefſed pri-- 
viledges thou therein affordeti us : Ef- 
pecially in the pardon of my fins by 


thy 


TS 1 
thy free mercy through the Merits of | by 

Chriſt my Saviour, and  SanGification 
of thy Holy Spirit, tendred unto me 
in the Mietry of thy word, and (ealed 


in-the Sacraments, | ſhould deferve a {1 


thouſand Hells, hould 1 go onanylon- 
er in /in, undex ſo-much mercy. 1 
ner mk cherefaxe.to attend/on. the Mani- 
of. Reconciliation all the days of 
ray. life, and co'ſtrive againſt all $2 for 
1,Tothis efid wydeath ſhall be much 
in-my thedights> and my life 2 continveal 
preparation for. - it. '| will look _ 
every. day-as if it were: my laft, and 
every day: renew : My Covenant, {0 
(hall-F. be -xeady.- with joy when chou 
calleſt, O Lord, to bid farewel to all ' | 
below, »and &<me to thee. I donbinot 
bat my body bel at the Laſt day bexai- 


ſed-ag zine: \g/arions' body, no longer:a þ 
buxgen-or- temptation 40 my Soul. I F 


with $0 longer: weſt my timein immo- 


derate coning for - it, feeding, | adorting, 
and parzpering + of | that OI | 
- ort- 


'& fhortly be toathſome rwitrmeſh, ' French 


and Wirmy\meat, which now loads and 
tempts my Soul to- fin, and" hinders its 
Aſcenſion ' rowards God, "but 1 will 
wortifie ic; aniÞ Keep it ow, that thou 
mayeſtexaltirio Glory. | 
1B thy wonderful goodneſs who haſt 
provided for -us-poor fimers, 'a Life 
everlaftieg, 'whio' deſerve not'brie* ſin- 
ole moment of this Life. Lord, 'grant 
me grace to be pure as thou art pure, 
that may ſeg ther, anducjoyce trabee 
for ever, in thy Hygverly © Kingdom. 
O when ſhall Tcome'and appear before 
God ! Lord, it is certain that a world- 
Iy, carnal heart, unconverted, unrenew- 
ed, is not capable of taking any plea- 
{ure or delight in thce, nor can it find 
any happineſs in Heaven it felt, nor 
any reliſh in thoſe heavenly pleaſures , 
which are at thy Right-hand for cver- 


F more. Cleauſe me; O Lord, and renew 


me daily by thy Spirit; then ſhall 1 
cheerfully bid adieu to a vain wad, 
empty pleaſures, frail life, and a carnal 
(clf 
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(elf, and feed only on the hopes of Eter-' -* 
nal Life, and enjoying, loving, praiſing | 
thee my God, my Alt, for evermore; 
This, O Lord, thou haſt promiſed in thy | 
word, this thou haſt ofſured #s of, and | 
{caled unto us in the Blood of. thy Sor 3 
This thou confirmef# unto all the Sand:- 
fied Members of thy Church by thy ho- 
ly Spirit: To all this I hear moſt 
heartily ſay, - Amen, 


Come , Lord Teſus , come 
quickly, Amen. 


